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The Lecture discusses China's  9-dashed lines claim as the root cause of the 

South China Sea dispute, and how the claim encroaches on the maritime 

zones of other coastal states. The recent creation by China of artificial 

islands in the Spratlys is shown as part of a  grand design by China to control 

the South China Sea for economic and military purposes, turning the South 

China Sea into a Chinese lake. The Lecture explains how the 9-dashed lines 

claim, and the activities by China to enforce  the claim, violate UNCLOS 

and threaten the peace, security and stability of the region. The Lecture also 

shows that the 9-dashed lines claim has no historical basis.  Throughout the 

Chinese dynasties, the southernmost territory of China had always been 

Hainan Island. The Lecture sees a possible resolution of the dispute if China 

returns to the original intent of the 1947 nine-dashed lines, articulated by 

President Ma Ying-Jeou of Taiwan, as a claim to islands and their maritime 

zones that are recognized under international law.
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