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NB:

1) Consider your proposal as an early version of your thesis/dissertation Introduction.
2) For your referencing format, use either the Chicago Manual of Style (https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html) or the Kritike Style Guide (https://www.kritike.org/style-guide.html). 
3) Use the first person when referring to yourself in the text (e.g., “In this dissertation, I will present,” instead of, “In this dissertation, the researcher will present.”
4) The recommended number of pages for the MA thesis proposal is between 15 to 30 only (excluding the Bibliography, Study Plan, and CV); the PhD dissertation proposal is between 20 to 40 pages only (excluding the Bibliography, Study Plan, and CV).  The proposal should be double spaced.
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the Study

(It is advisable that you begin your opening statement with a clear description of what you intend to do in your thesis/dissertation.  The Background of the Study contextualizes the research you are proposing.  This is the first section of your proposal where you present the focus of your research project.  Specify the overarching problem/question of your study [this is sometimes called the “research gap”], then ramify your main question through sub-questions.  Moreover, after identifying the overarching problem of your study, you have to narrate why such problem arises and why it is necessary to pursue a possible answer for it [this is sometimes called “Significance of the Study” or the “Rationale of the Study”].  The reason for pursuing the problem is either “theoretical” in nature, that is to say, arising from a theoretical gap in the current literature, or “practical” or “experiential,” that is to say, arising from your critical appreciation of societal/political reality.  In most cases, the reason to pursue a research problem is both theoretical and practical and this must be clearly articulated in the proposal).
Download sample Introductions from the following links:

Sample 1: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nxzfoKgTzRx6kpvNwdqdsagP8YM-aUKd/view?usp=sharing 

Sample 2: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IUv_yWL6Sp8PBeScYpFV1v5-7qAU2BKY/view?usp=sharing 
B. Literature Review

(The Literature Review shows the place of your work within the area of study that you have chosen.  Consider the Literature Review as an extension of the Background of the Study because it demonstrates how your own work emerges out of past and present studies on the subject matter.  There are various approaches to writing a Literature Review, but fundamentally it should be able to do, at least, two things: 1) intellectual history: a reconstruction of the development of a thesis theme based on related literature, highlighting important debates and controversies; 2) based on this reconstruction, the researcher should be able to define the position she wishes her thesis to follow through.  In other words, the researcher should be able to critically engage in the current debates surrounding the theme or create a new debate).
Download a sample of a Literature Review from the following link:

Sample 1: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RqpNu-1GKcAMZRcbJ297enAz-5Exltz8/view?usp=sharing 
C. Research Design
(In the Research Design you have to present the steps that you intend to take in order to address the overarching problem of your thesis/dissertation.  In other disciplines, such as in the Social Sciences, this section is referred to as the “Framework of the Study” or the “Methodological Framework.”  However, a Research Design in philosophy is more modest, as it focuses more on the logical connection of your chapters.  Moreover, it demonstrates how your chapters lead to an answer to the problem you identified in the Background of the Study.  Avoid “mystifying” your approach by calling your overall method “phenomenological,” “hermeneutical,” [or the like], even worse, never say that your method is “Library Research”!  Instead, you have to delineate the specific steps you intend to take in each chapter and describe how your chapters are logically linked).    
Download sample Research Designs from the following links:
Sample 1: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FOSLsSk4BQl4-J0AkAQKlhMgJ5tCCnJ8/view?usp=sharing
Sample 2: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C-UH7ZkvdRuG6MkOMcY-Iyzf0upbjtsp/view?usp=sharing
BIBLIOGRAPHY

(Arrange your Bibliography ALPHABETICALLY (NOT NUMBERED); if possible categorize them as Primary Sources and Secondary Sources.  For the format, use either the Chicago Manual of Style (https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html) or the Kritike Style Guide (https://www.kritike.org/style-guide.html).
Download here samples of Bibliographies:

Sample 1: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PLV9EggSe9_TCHS6r3Y9XXXwgWbBKpdl/view?usp=sharing
Sample 2: https://drive.google.com/file/d/11FCWwocmv3VNIWfHYWYVGCbCVDC-Ha1M/view?usp=sharing 
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